Housing Authority of the City of Columbia, Missouri
Board Report Staff Memo
To:

Board of Commissioners

From: Phil Steinhaus, CEO
Date:

January 21, 2020

RE:

Affordable Housing Initiative Report

The following is a current status report for the Columbia Housing Authority’s (CHA) Affordable Housing
Initiative which includes any significant activity for the past month. All Affordable Housing Initiative
reports and information (current and archived) are on our website at www.ColumbiaHA.com, under
“What We Do” / “Affordable Housing Initiative”.
To date the Columbia Housing Authority has renovated 597 units of public housing and constructed 25
new units for homeless Veterans.
Completed projects are as follows:
Project Name

Designation

Patriot Place Apartments

Housing for Homeless Veterans

25

April 2016

Stuart Parker Apartments

Renovated Public Housing

84

September 2017

Paquin Tower Apartments

Renovated Public Housing

200

September 2017

Bear Creek Apartments

Renovated Public Housing

76

October 2017

Oak Towers Apartments

Renovated Public Housing

147

October 2018

Bryant Walkway II Apartments

Renovated Public Housing

36

December 2018

Bryant Walkway Apartments

Renovated Public Housing

54

September 2019

Total Completed Affordable Housing Projects to Date:

# Units

Completion Date

622

Recent Activity (December 2019 – January 2020)
Providence Walkway Apartments
We submitted our second application to the Missouri Housing Development Commission (MHDC) for 9%
Low-Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC) on September 15, 2019to redevelop the Providence Walkway
Apartments. For the second year in a row, the MHDC issued a Qualified Allocation Plan that only included
federal Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) funding. No state low-income housing tax credits were
issued. This resulted in fewer units of affordable housing constructed across the state and made the
application process much more competitive.
Our first LIHTC application, submitted on March 13, 2018, was to renovate 50 public housing units in the
Providence Walkway area. The MHDC did not recommend funding for our project and gave the rationale

for not funding our project as they believed our credit request was too high and that the cost of renovation
was approaching the cost of new construction. We reduced the size of the project to 35 units which
involves replacing 34 existing public housing units with new construction and adding one additional new
unit. (Site design and building elevations are the end of this report.)
Revised Providence Walkway Project and New Designs
We developed new designs for the new construction of 35 units for the property and applied to MHDC
for $753,500 in 9% federal low-income housing tax credits and $313,000 in HOME funds on Wednesday,
September 15, 2019. Unfortunately, our revised project was not funded for the coming year.
A concept review meeting was held with the City of Columbia staff on September 17, 2019. Since the new
construction will require us to replat the property, there are several requirements that must be addressed
including several variances that are needed before the project can be approved. The replatting of the
property is expected to come before the City Council sometime in February or early March.
We were awarded $200,000 in HOME funds and $80,000 in CDBG funds from the City of Columbia. Since
we did not receive a recommendation for LIHTC funding, we will have to decline accepting these funds
from the City of Columbia, as there are time limits on the expenditure of these funds.
An application to the Federal Home Loan Bank of Des Moines in the amount of $355,000 was submitted
on May 30, 2019. Unfortunately, we were not awarded these funds either.
We received our Commitment to Enter a Housing Assistance Payment Contract (CHAP) from the HUD
Rental Assistance Demonstration Program (RAD) on July 19, 2019. Since we did not receive funding for
the project, we will need to reapply for a new CHAP.
Trinity Place Apartments
As a result of reducing the size of our Providence Walkway project, we removed 16 units on the west side
of Trinity Place from the project. These 16 units will need to be replaced in the future and we will most
likely add some additional units to the project at another location. These additional units would be lowincome housing tax credit units but not have any additional subsidy attached to these units.
East Park Avenue Apartments and the Fisher Walkway Apartments
As a result of Congress approving an increase the cap on the number of RAD units nationwide from 185,000
to 225,000, the CHA was issued a multiphase RAD award for our remaining 120 public housing units to be
renovated. This includes our Providence Walkway Apartments (34 units), East Park Avenue Apartments (40
units), Fisher Walkway Apartments (30 units), and Trinity Place Apartments (16 units). The multiphase
award was issued on April 26, 2017. The award reserves RAD conversion authority for these final 120 units
of public housing.
We have initiated a strategic planning process for the renovation or redevelopment of the East Park
Avenue, Fisher Walkway Apartments, and Trinity Place Apartments. This will be an on-going planning
process during 2019 & 2020 and will involve community input at some point in the process. This strategic
planning process will also include discussions with other property owners, strategic community partners,
and governmental agencies.
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