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Oak Towers Open House and Dedication Ceremony Scheduled for October 9, 2018 
 
Columbia, Missouri October 1, 2018 – The Columbia Housing Authority (CHA) has completed renovating 

Oak Towers and is inviting the public to attend an open house and dedication ceremony on October 9, 

2018.  The open house will be held from 4:00-6:00 p.m. with a dedication ceremony planned for 5:00 p.m.  

Parking is available and refreshments will be served. 

The Columbia Housing Authority was formally established in 1956.  A federal urban renewal grant 

provided money to replace dangerous and unsanitary residences in Columbia’s central city with safe and 

clean dwellings at rents which low-income persons could afford. 

In December 1963, the CHA announced it had acquired 6 lots on the southeast corner of Garth Ave. and 

Sexton Road.  The CHA was awarded federal funding to construct Oak Towers in 1964.  Construction was 

completed in November 1967.  Oak Towers has 147 efficiency and one-bedroom apartments for seniors 

age 55 and older. 

In 2014, the CHA was approved to participate in the HUD Rental Assistance Demonstration (RAD) program 

which allows the CHA to enter into long-term rent subsidy contracts with HUD.  This enables the CHA to 

be competitive in applying for the Low-Income Housing Tax Credits that were used to pay for the 

renovation of Oak Towers and other CHA properties. 

Now, 50 years later, much needed major renovations to the 147 Oak Towers Apartments have been 

completed.  A ground-source geothermal system was installed connected to heat pumps in every 

apartment.  Window A/C units were removed and new energy efficient windows were installed.  Each 

apartment received new cabinets and appliances, new flooring, renovated bathrooms, and a fresh coat of 
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paint.  The plumbing system was renovated.  LED lighting was installed throughout the building and a new 

medical alert system was installed in each apartment. 

In addition, Jabberwocky Studios in partnership with the City of Columbia’s CARE program completed a 

mural in the Oak Room which represents the many hometowns of the residents of Oak Towers. 

The renovation of the Oak Towers Apartments represents the third of 8 phases to renovate all 717 units 

of public housing in Columbia.  By the summer of 2019 the CHA will have renovated 597 public housing 

units.  Leaving only 120 units to be renovated to complete the renovation of all of the CHA’s public housing 

units. 

Established in 1956, the Columbia Housing Authority (CHA) owns and operates 751 units of affordable 

housing while also administering 1,180 housing vouchers through the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher 

Program.  Through these programs, the CHA provides rent subsidies to low-income families, seniors, and 

persons with disabilities. 

With over 1,900 units of assisted housing options, the CHA represents approximately 9% of Columbia’s 

rental market.  The CHA’s mission is to provide safe, healthy, and affordable housing opportunities to low-

income individuals and families.  In carrying out this mission, the CHA seeks partnerships and collaborative 

efforts with local organizations and other governmental agencies that provide services to improve the 

quality of life for CHA residents. 
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