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Delta Dental of Missouri Awards $25,000 to Family Health Center to Provide Dental Treatment 

Services to Columbia Housing Authority Residents 

Columbia, Missouri May 7, 2018—Family Health Center and the Columbia Housing Authority will soon 

partner together to provide oral healthcare and education to Columbia residents who participate in the 

Columbia Housing Authority housing programs.   

In March 2018, Delta Dental of Missouri provided grant funds in the amount of $25,000 for the 

2018/2019 year to further program offerings to include “restorative” care, such as dentures and partial 

dentures for a limited number of Columbia Housing Authority residents.  Delta Dental of Missouri is the 

state’s dental benefits leader and a non-profit organization with a social mission to improve oral health 

in the communities it serves.  Delta Dental of Missouri’s grant award to Family Health Center is one of 

many that it provides to community non-profits to advance oral health for Missourians, especially those 

in need.    

Family Health Center and the Columbia Housing Authority formed a partnership in July 2017 to begin 

offering dental care to participants in the Columbia Housing Authority housing programs.  The initial 

collaborative effort, funded by the Rotary Club of Columbia-Downtown, offered two visits to Family 

Dental Center per qualified program participant for “basic” services, such as cleanings, extractions, and 

fillings to residents who are not covered by insurance.   

Though Medicaid began covering dental services in 2016, only certain services are covered. Dentures 

and partial dentures may be covered under specific circumstances, however, these services are 

challenging to fund. “Restorative” care may cost more than $3,000 out of pocket and, for the 

underinsured or uninsured, this cost is prohibitive to receiving treatment.  “Many of our residents have 

not been able to afford proper preventative dental care, and, as a result, have significant daily 

challenges resulting from poor dental hygiene, including poor nutrition, low self-esteem, and difficulty 

obtaining employment due to physical appearance.  Through our partnership with Rotary Club of 

Columbia-Downtown, Delta Dental of Missouri, and Family Health Center, we hope to increase access to 

dental care that may not have otherwise been within reach,” said Sara Stone, Family Self-Sufficiency 
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Coordinator at the Columbia Housing Authority.  “We are thrilled that our current partnership with 

Family Health Center can be expanded through the generous assistance of Delta Dental of Missouri.” 

Family Health Center and the Columbia Housing Authority hope to cover the cost of partial dentures or 

dentures for up to 10 program participants before February 1, 2019, with Delta Dental of Missouri grant 

funds.  Program participants will be selected by the Columbia Housing Authority and then assessed and 

treated at Family Health Center.  A lottery system will be used to ensure the program is fairly offered to 

all CHA program participants.  Interested residents should visit the Columbia Housing Authority at 201 

Switzler St. to draw a lottery number between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. on May 15, May 16 or 

May 17, 2018.  For questions or additional information Sara Stone at the Columbia Housing Authority at 

573-443-2556.   

Established in 1956, the Columbia Housing Authority (CHA) owns and operates 749 units of affordable 

housing while also administering 1,180 housing vouchers through the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher 

Program.  Through these programs, the CHA provides rent subsidies to low-income families, seniors, and 

persons with disabilities.  

The CHA’s mission is to provide safe, healthy, and affordable housing opportunities to low-income 

individuals and families.  In carrying out this mission, the CHA seeks partnerships and collaborative 

efforts with local organizations and other governmental agencies that provide services to improve the 

quality of life for CHA residents.  

Family Health Center is a federally-qualified health center established in June 1992 as an innovative 

community effort to provide primary and preventative health care to the medically underserved.  Family 

Health Center provides medical, dental, and behavioral health services to 10 mid-Missouri counties with 

locations in Columbia, Salisbury, and Marceline.   

 

 

 


