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Stuart Parker Apartments Dedication and Community Open House 

 
Columbia, Missouri - October 5, 2017:  The Columbia Housing Authority (CHA) is pleased to welcome the 
community to tour the newly renovated Stuart Parker Apartments and join us for a dedication ceremony 
on Wednesday, October 11, 2017 from 4:00-6:00 p.m.  The ceremony will be held in Unity Park.  The 
entrance to the park is adjacent to 205 Unity Drive.  Parking is available on Unity Drive, Oak Street, Lincoln 
Drive, and McBaine Avenue.  Carpooling is encouraged.  A program will be offered at 5:00 p.m. 
 
The renovation of the Stuart Parker Apartments is the first completed phase of the Columbia Housing 
Authority’s process of renovating all 716 units of public housing in Columbia.  The renovation of Paquin 
Tower was also included in this project. 
 
The 84 townhomes and garden style apartments of the Stuart Parker Apartments are the oldest public 
housing stock in Columbia.  The apartments were constructed in 1958 two years after the CHA was 
formed.  Part of the location of the apartments (now Lincoln Drive) was the football field for the Douglass 
High School Bulldogs football team. 
 
These aging public housing units were completely gutted except for the masonry walls and roofs.  All new 
plumbing and electrical systems were installed.  All of the apartments received new flooring, cabinets, 
and appliances.  Washer and dryer hookups are included and new bathroom facilities installed.  Added 
features include new covered front and back porches with a storage closet on the back.  Hardie board 
siding was added and the buildings were insulated throughout to make them very energy efficient. 
 
These renovations were made possible with federal and state Low-Income Housing Tax Credits allocated 
by the Missouri Housing Development Commission.  The Federal Home Loan Bank of Des Moines provided 
$500,000 of financial support through their Affordable Housing Assistance Program.  The City of Columbia 
also provided $251,750 in funding through the HOME Partnership Program.  The construction costs for 
renovating the 84 Stuart Parker Apartments are projected at $8,463,466.  Construction costs for the 
modest renovation of the 200 Paquin Tower Apartments are projected at $4,473,781. 
 
Rental Assistance Demonstration Program (RAD)  
 
The renovation of the Stuart Parker Apartments with Paquin Tower is possible through the CHA’s 
participation in the HUD Rental Assistance Demonstration (RAD) program. 
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The HUD Rental Assistance Demonstration (RAD) Program allows Public Housing Authorities (PHAs) to 
convert public housing subsidies into long-term, Project-Based Section 8 rental assistance subsidy 
contracts. This is beneficial to PHAs because historically public housing subsidies and funding for capital 
projects have been unpredictable and fluctuated annually due to federal budget cuts. Project-Based 
Section 8 Vouchers provide a stable and predictable annual subsidy. Stable and predictable revenues 
allow the Columbia Housing Authority (CHA) to secure loans and attract investors through the federal 
and state Low-Income Housing Tax Credit program. 
 
The RAD Program in conjunction with the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit program will allow the CHA to 
make necessary capital improvements to all 719 CHA Public Housing properties. The CHA is the first 
approved RAD conversion in Missouri. 
 
The RAD Program provides significant protections for Public Housing residents to ensure that they will 
continue to be eligible to receive housing assistance once the conversion is approved and the renovations 
are complete. Public Housing serves families and individuals with very-low incomes at or below 60% of 
the Median Family Income (MFI). The CHA’s Public Housing properties will continue to serve this 
population after the RAD conversion and the renovation of the CHA’s Public Housing properties.  Most of 
the families served by the CHA are considered extremely low-income with incomes at or below 30% of 
the MFI. 
 
An added benefit is that Public Housing residents will be able to move with assistance after living in the 
renovated Public Housing units for one year. At this time, the resident may request a Section 8 Housing 
Choice Voucher and move with assistance if they so desire. 
 
The Columbia Housing Authority is also currently renovating 76 housing units in their Bear Creek 
Apartments development and 147 housing units in Oak Towers.  Renovation of the Bear Creek Apartments 
will be complete in mid-October.  The renovation of Oak Towers will be complete in May 2018.  At that 
time the CHA will have renovated 507 of their 719 public housing units using the Low-Income Housing Tax 
Credit program.  Renovations on the Bryant Walkway Apartments (56 units) and the Bryant Walkway II 
Apartments (36) will begin in January 2018. 
 
“This is an exciting time in the life of the Columbia Housing Authority,” said CEO Phil Steinhaus.  “The 
CHA’s Affordable Housing Initiative to renovate our public housing properties represents the largest 
investment in affordable housing in our community since the founding of the CHA in 1956,” he said.  “Our 
families, seniors, and persons with disabilities deserve housing that is affordable, accessible, energy 
efficient, healthy, safe, and well maintained,” Steinhaus added.  “The Columbia Housing Authority delivers 
all of these through our renovation projects.”  “We had given these properties new life and preserved this 
important affordable housing resource for our community.” 
 
Established in 1956, the Columbia Housing Authority (CHA) owns and operates 751 units of affordable 
housing while also administering 1,180 housing vouchers through the Housing Choice Voucher Program.  
Through these programs, the CHA provides rent subsidies to low-income families, seniors, and persons 
with disabilities. 
 
With over 1,900 units of assisted housing options, the CHA represents approximately 9% of Columbia’s 
rental market.  The CHA’s mission is to provide safe, healthy, and affordable housing opportunities to low-
income individuals and families.  In carrying out this mission, the CHA seeks partnerships and collaborative 
efforts with local organizations and other governmental agencies that provide services to improve the 
quality of life for CHA residents. 


