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A Reason to Smile - CHA Partners to Provide Dental Care to Housing Residents 
 
Columbia, Missouri, June 12, 2017 – Many Columbia Housing Authority residents will have a new reason 

to smile later this month. The Columbia Housing Authority, in partnership with MissouriCare, the Rotary 

Club of Columbia, Columbia Urgent Care, and Hope Dental out of Blue Springs, MO, has extended the 

opportunity to obtain no cost dental care to participants of Columbia Housing Authority Housing 

Programs.  Hope Dental, a non-profit organization through Heartland Outreach Providers, Inc., will see 

approximately 150 patients of all ages over a 7 day period beginning June 21.   

 

Services will include deep cleaning, exams, fillings, extractions, and even x-rays for patients that typically 

have limited or no access to dental care.  Access to appropriate dental care is a significant barrier for low-

income populations.  Lack of care often results in illness and extreme pain. This can have a significant 

impact on their quality of life by preventing individuals from getting proper nutrition or obtaining gainful 

employment, and often perpetuates depressive symptoms.  Many of the persons who will be seen by 

Hope Dental staff this month have not had a dental exam in years, and nearly 70 of the participants do 

not have any dental coverage. 

 

The Columbia Housing Authority and Hope Dental have plans for an ongoing partnership which will involve 

Hope Dental returning bi-annually to provide ongoing care.  Ms. Ronni Gochee, Executive Director of Hope 

Dental stated that she hires people with a “serving heart” which is something Columbia Housing Authority 

and its nonprofit CHA Low-Income Services, Inc. keep at the center of their mission to serve their 

residents.   
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The Columbia Housing Authority would like to express our appreciation to the Rotary Club of Columbia, 

(Downtown) and MissouriCare, who have assisted by providing funding to serve individuals without 

insurance coverage. The Columbia Housing Authority also wishes to thank Mid-Missouri Dental who 

provided dental supplies, and Columbia Urgent Care who provided low-cost pre-examinations for patients 

and the use of their location for a portion of the event.  

 

“We are very grateful for our community partners who have helped us offer this service to our residents” 

said Sara Hardy, Family Self-Sufficiency Coordinator for the Columbia Housing Authority. Though 

registration for this event is closed, residents who were not registered for this event should have another 

chance to receive dental services later this summer.  Any businesses or organizations interested in 

supporting additional events this summer should contact Sara Hardy of the Columbia Housing Authority 

at 573-554-7044 or shardy@columbiaha.com. 

 

Established in 1956, the Columbia Housing Authority (CHA) owns and operates 751 units of affordable 

housing while also administering 1,180 housing vouchers through the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher 

Program.  Through these programs, the CHA provides rent subsidies to low-income families, seniors, and 

persons with disabilities. 

 

With over 1,900 units of assisted housing options, the CHA represents approximately 9% of Columbia’s 

rental market.  The CHA’s mission is to provide safe, healthy, and affordable housing opportunities to low-

income individuals and families.  In carrying out this mission, the CHA seeks partnerships and collaborative 

efforts with local organizations and other governmental agencies that provide services to improve the 

quality of life for CHA residents. 
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